Wolverine (Gulo Gulo)
Family: Mustelidae
Order: carnivores
Weight: from 10 to 30 kg (22 to 67 lb)

Descriptions
This Mustelidae looks like a little bear with a thick tail. Its head is quite wide and round with powerful jaws. The eyes are small and the ears are short and round. The legs are short and powerful and adapted to endurance. The wolverine can walk up to 70 km (43 mi) without resting.
It is a semi plantigrade. Its sense of smell is very developed and the hearing is bad. It moults once a year, between August and December.
Its two-coloured fur is dark brown, crossed out with a fair line from the sides to the base of the tail. A fair line surrounds the head from one cheek to the other one and through the forehead.

Habitat-behaviour
It lives in boreal forests, in the taiga, in the tundra and the high Arctic tundra. It doesn't migrate and it doesn't hibernate.

It's a solitary, aggressive and territorial animal that rarely lives in couple or in family group.

The male lives on a territory that covers up to 2 000 km² (1242 sq mi).It chases away the other males and it can accept 2 or 3 females on its territory .The female territory is much smaller and it can range up to 500 km² (310 sq mi). She doesn't accept the presence of another female. The wolverine brands its territory with urine, droppings and secretion from anal scent glands.
It is both active during the day and at night. 
It barks, it shrieks and it blows when it is under stress and anxiety.

Diet
It is an omnivore, a predator or a vulture with an insatiable appetite. It hunts alone, rarely in couple or in family group. 

It eats rodents and birds in all seasons. It also likes the carcasses of big mammals abandoned by wolves or bears.

In winter it also feeds on hares, foxes, ptarmigans and grouse as well as weak or old ruminants.

During summertime, it eats fish, birds and their eggs, berries, invertebrates and roots.

Reproduction
Reproduction occurs from May to August, the only period when the wolverine breaks its loneliness.
Gestation lasts from 8 to 9 months. In February the female gives birth in a den. Litters are from 3 to 5 every year and the young are gathered in a shallow depression of the den. They are born blind with a white fur. They only weigh 80 or 90 grams (2.8 to 3.2 oz). They open their eyes at four weeks of age.
Weaning starts after 7 or 8 weeks and ends after 10 weeks. At this stage, the young are self-sufficient and already weigh 3 kg (6 lb). They leave the den in April or May but live in the family group till the following spring. 
They reach the adult size at the beginning of winter but they are not sexually mature before the age of 3.

Sexual maturity: 3 years.
Reproduction interval: 1 year.

Life expectancy: 8-10 years.
Predators
Mammals (the brown bear, the wolf, sometimes the lynx, man).

Appellations

French: Glouton  
German: Järv 

Danish: Jaerv 

Swedish: Järv 

Norwegian: Jerv 

Finnish: Ahma

Inuit language: Qavvik  
Greenland: Qappik 

Russian: Rosomakha

