THE ARCTIC WOLF 

Family : Canidae

Order : Carnivores
Weight : From 20 to 70 kg (45 lb to 155 lb)

The wolf appeared in Eurasia where it spread at the end of Pliocene (2 million years ago), afterwards it settled on the American continent and in Greenland but it never left the northern hemisphere.

Descriptions
It is the biggest representative of the Canidae. It looks like a big dog. The head is triangular, the forehead is broad, the jaw is strong and the thick canines can measure from 2 to 2.5 cm (0.8 to 1in).

The ears are straight and wide but not very long. The almond-shaped eyes are light.

The sense of hearing and smell are excellent but the sight is not very good.

The colour of the coat may change depending on the latitudes and the temperatures.

The coat is composed of a coat of fur called "jarres", from 5 to 10 cm long (2 to 4 in). It reaches 15 cm (6 in) in the neck, on the line of the back and on the tail.

The undercoat is composed of a short and very thick down which is an excellent insulating protection. The fur is all the more long and thick as the wolf lives in cold places.

The summer coat is usually lighter than the winter coat, except for the Arctic wolf whose colour is slightly yellowish or greyish beige in summer.

Habitat – Behaviour
Native to the Northern regions, the wolf spreads southwards and settles in very different habitats, thanks to a great ability of adaptation and a weak specialization.

Wolves live in a highly organised pack, usually made of 4 to 10 wolves (20 or 30 in the areas well provided with big game).

The social organization of the pack is based on the alpha breeding couple and their progeny.

The pack can't grow indefinitely so the young adults that have a strong personality and that are old enough to breed leave the pack to find a partner, make a new couple and start a new pack.

A system of hierarchy ensures the coherence of the pack. The role of the alpha male of the pack is to decide and lead the moves, to decide and launch a hunt and to choose the resting places.

Temporary pack associations can be seen during a big game hunt. The pack can separate if the leader is ill or if it is not replaced after its death.

Communication within a pack can be seen through attitudes, postures expressing submission, contentment or aggressiveness as well as through singing exercise whose function would be to bring the pack together, to warn another pack of their presence.

The wolf has a territorial behaviour. The territory of a middle-size pack (4 to 8 individuals) can vary from 200 to 3000 km2 (125 to 1864 sq miles)   depending on the climate, the type of vegetation and the number of preys.

The wolf is an enduring long distance runner; it can run at 6-8 km/h (3.7- 5 mph) on long distances. It is able to cover 60 to 70 km (37 to 43 miles) within 24 hours. It is a good swimmer.

Wolves only have a rudimentary den and it rather settles on dry elevations but not far from a source of water.

Diet 

It's a great insatiable predator that eats a great variety of animals.

It seldom tracks game but it locates it with its sense of smell. As big herbivores run faster, the pack must work out a strategy to capture them.

The cubs are fed with some of the food regurgitated and some pieces of fresh meat. The mother or another adult stays in the den to watch over the cubs. Carcasses left over will be carefully hidden.

Reproduction:

Breeding occurs from late January to late April depending on the latitude.
The Alpha couple is the only one to breed, the other wolves from the pack help with the bringing up of the cubs.

After 9 weeks of gestation, the female gives birth in a den 
The female may have a litter of 4 to 10 cubs. They weigh 400-500 grams (0.9 - 1.1 lb) and they are born deaf and blind. The mother doesn't leave the den during the first weeks of nursing; the other members of the pack bring food to her.
The young open their eyes after 12 or 15 days and they go out of the den on the third week.

Weaning starts after 5 weeks and will stop around 10 weeks.

Cubs first eat meat regurgitated by the members of the pack, and then they will gradually eat little preys killed by the other wolves or pieces of meat also brought by them.
After 2 months, the pack leaves its native shelter for a larger area. When they are 7 months old, cubs have their final teeth. 
They reach the adult height when they are 12-14 months. They won’t leave the pack before the age of 4 and they sometimes never do.

Sexual maturity: 3 years for males, 2 years for females.

Reproduction period: 1 year.

Life expectancy: 12-15 years.

Predator
They have no predators, except man.
Names:

French: Loup Polaire

German: Wolf

Russian: Volk

Danish: Polarulv

Swedish: Varg

Norway: Ulv

Finnish: susi

Inuit language: Amaruq

Greenland: Issittup amaroq

