Polar Bear (Oursus maritimus)

Family: Ursidae

Order: Carnivores

Male weight, between 350 and 800 kg (780 – 1750 lb)

Female weight, between 150 and 400 kg (335 – 900 lb)

Descriptions

It is the world’s largest land carnivore. The head is long with two short ears.

The jaws are powerful; the teeth measure about 4 cm (1.5 in).

The feet are webbed half way through the length of the 5 toes and there is a sharp claw at the end of each toe, measuring 5 to 7 cm (2 to 2.7 in). 

The polar bear has a highly developed sense of smell and a good sight.

It moults once a year, between the end of May and August. The white-yellowish summer coat turns into a white winter coat.
In addition to a thick insulating fur, a thick layer of fat under the skin increases insulation, which enables the bear to cope easily with temperatures of - 40°C (- 40° F).
What’s more the white fur attracts the solar energy transmitted to the black skin.

On the contrary, it can hardly stand high temperatures.

The polar bear is an amphibious animal. It is fast and supple on the ground; it can run as fast as 40 km/h (25 mph) but never for very long so as to avoid overheating. It can swim at 5 or 6 km/h (3.1- 3.7 mph) and can hold its breath under water for two minutes.
Habitat – behaviour
The polar bear lives on the Arctic coasts and the ice field. It can wander far away on the frozen sea and swim more than 100 km (62 miles) away from the coasts. It may be sedentary or migrant, solitary or gregarious, depending on the seasons and the places.

During winter, it moves alone on the ice field searching for food. At the heart of winter, it finds shelter in a den or in an ice crack. The tallest males simply let themselves covered with snow. The young male and female adults as well as the mothers with their babies enter a lethargic state for about 3 months.
In spring, during the ice break up, bears concentrate along the coasts.

During summer, the white bear follows the ice field evolution but they can also venture far inland. By the end of summer, they cover long distances to reach the coasts or the bays where the ice field appears earlier than elsewhere.
Diet

It is a carnivore whose diet is based at 90% on seals, essentially ringed seals and bearded seals.
In spring, it searches for young seals unable to swim and hidden in a den, between snow and ice field.
When it is starving, it is able to gulp down up to 100 kg (220 lb) of meat a day.
It hunts game from a hide but also thanks to its highly developed sense of smell. It is able to locate its preys several kilometres away or under more than one meter of snow.
Although it is an excellent swimmer, it can not catch seals under water.

When it swims under water, it can also catch various seabirds.

A big solitary starving male can attack the cubs of a female and devour them.

Reproduction

The reproduction season occurs from April to the end of June.

The bear is a polygamous. When the rutting season is over, white bears separate.

Towards late October – November, the female prepare a den in a snowdrift or a snowy slope.
Gestation lasts 8 to 9 months. The cubs (1 to 3 per litter) are born in December or January, they are not well developed (they are deaf and blind up to the age of 4 weeks). When they are 3 months, they weigh 8 to 12 kg (18 to 26 lb).

In spring, the young will learn how to play and hunt with their mother; she will avoid meeting males.

The bears are completely weaned between 18 and 24 months. They will only be independent when they are 28 months old.

Sexual maturity: 4 to 6 years.

Reproduction interval: 2 years.

Life expectancy: 30 years.

Predators

They are rare: sometimes the killer whale, exceptionally the wolf and the male bear. Man is also a predator but bears are rarely scared.
Appellations
French: Ours polaire

German: Eisbär, Polarbär

Danish: IsbjØrn

Swedish: Isbjörn

Norwegian: IsbjØrn

Finnish: Jääkarhu

Inuk language: Nanuk

Dreeland: Nanoq

Russia: Belyimedved
