Common seal ( Phoca vitulina)
Family:  Phocidae

Order:  Pinnipèdes

Weight: 70 to 150 kg (187.55 to 401.88 pounds)

The name comes from the Latin vitulus = calf

Description

The common seal is small. The face is round. The four legs have five digits of equal length with flat claws at the end of each digit.
The adult fur is short, rigid and from a beige creamy colour to grey, with dark spots. The belly is lighter than the back. The adult moults every year, between August and October, later than the other seals .The young seal moults in June. It acquires the adult spots as it moults.

Habitat-Behaviour

Rather sedentary, the common seal lives in fresh, brackish or salt water. It lives in coastal regions; it particularly likes calm and shallow waters sheltered from bays, fjords and estuaries. When it is out of the water it is gregarious.

When they are in water, they separate to feed. It is able to dive down to 150m (500 ft) for no longer than 20 minutes. Its rhythm is based on the tide, it lunges on the altars when the tide is down, and swims back to the sea to eat when the tide is up.

Diet

It is a carnivore; it mainly feeds on different species of fish and crustaceans. Small fish are eaten under water as soon as they are caught whereas big ones are eaten at the surface, their head is abandoned.

The common seal seems to have one main meal a day.                                                           

Reproduction
The reproduction season goes from July to August .Seals gather on sandbank, flat rocks or on the ice-field. After a gestation of 11 months, females gather in May-June in areas such as sandbanks, patches of ice, flat rocks where they can give birth, usually to a single pup. The birth can sometimes take place in water. The pup measures from 70 to 90 cm (28 to 35 in) and weighs between 9 and 11 kg (20 to 25 lb). 
It is covered with a waterproof adult's coat of a creamy colour. The first moult takes place before the birth, which allows the pup to swim shortly after its birth.
The first days after the birth, the pup suckles its mother while she is floating, lying on the back. Later, it will suckle under water and the mother will be standing vertically in water. tehyasts 5 or 6 weeks. When it is weaned, the young weighs 25 to 30 kg (55 to 67 lb).Then, its mother teaches it how to dive and catch its preys.
Sexual maturity: 3-6 years for the male, 2-5 years for the female 
Reproduction interval: 1 year

Life expectancy: 30-35 years
Predators

Mammals (polar bear, killer whale, walrus, man), fish (shark), bird of prey (eagle for young seals).
Appellations

French : Phoque commun

German: Seehund

Danish: Spaettet sael

Swedish: Knubbsäl

Norwegian: Steinkobbe

Finnish: Kirjohylie

Faroe: Steinkopur

Inuit: Qasigiaq

Russian: Nerpa

