THE EMPEROR PENGUIN

We often mistake the penguin for the auk because they look similar. However these two species of birds are very different:

The first specie lives in the South Pole and it can't fly because of its adaptation to water life.

The second specie lives in the North Pole and it can fly.

The confusion is also linked to the fact that the French word “manchot” is translated into “penguin” and the English word “penguin” is translated into “auk”.

The penguin belongs to the order of the Sphenisciformes but the auk belongs to the order of the Charadriiformes.

The most famous specie, the Emperor Penguin, lives in Antarctica. It's a bulky bird with a short neck, a pointed beak and two web-footed feet. It eats fish, crustaceans, cuttlefish and molluscs. It can dive down to 300 m (984 ft) to hunt.

Although it is particularly well adapted to the low temperatures of Antarctica, it could not survive alone. Gregarious, penguins stand in huddles, also known as the turtle formation, to struggle against storms. As the birds on the outside are very exposed to the wind, they tend to shuffle slowly around the edge of the turtle, giving each bird a turn on the inside and outside.
